
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

“Janey,” her mother said, “This is Mr. Clark. He’s here to see the room under the stairs.” She spoke very 

slowly and carefully, so that Janey could read her lips. Janey had told her many times that she didn’t have to 

do (1)this, but her mother almost always did—even in front of other people—to Janey’s (  A  ). 

Mr. Clark (2)eyes / fixed / his / kept / on Janey. Maybe he suspected she was deaf because of the way her 

mother spoke. It seemed likely her mother had not mentioned (3)it. Perhaps he was waiting to see if Janey 

would speak, hoping to confirm his suspicion. Instead, (4)she left her silence open to interpretation. 

“Will you show him the room?” her mother said.  

Janey nodded and led Mr. Clark to the single bedroom under the stairs. He stepped past her into the 

small room and turned to look at her. She felt uncomfortable under his gaze, though she didn’t sense he was 

seeing her as a woman, the way a woman might want if it was the right man. She felt she had gone past the 

age for (5)that and into a quiet middle age, with a subtle sense of regret.   

“I like the room,” he spelled out, using (6)sign language. “I’ll take it.” He offered no explanation about how 

he had realized she was deaf or where he had learned to speak with his hands. 

When Janey went back to her mother, (7)she signed a question.  

“He’s a photographer,” she said, again speaking very slowly. “Travels around the world taking pictures.” 

“(  B  )” Janey signed. 

“Buildings,” her mother answered. 
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 She remained silent, allowing Mr. Clark to guess what it meant. 

 She remained silent so Mr. Clark could tell she didn’t like the situation. 

 She remained silent to show she agreed with everything Mr. Clark said. 

 She remained silent because she did not care what Mr. Clark was thinking. 
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 In what? Of what? To what? With what? 
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  Mr. Clark didn’t seem to view Janey as a woman, but his gaze still made her feel uneasy. 

  Janey’s mother was delighted to know that Mr. Clark would rent the room. 
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Gift giving is a long-standing and widespread practice in Japan. It is traditional for a Japanese to bring a 

gift when calling at someone’s home, (  A  ) by invitation or on one’s initiative. The gifts are inexpensive, 

(  B  ), including such things as cakes, tea, and flowers. (  C  ) a small item will do. 

Sometimes Japanese people present gifts for no reason at all, for instance, (  D  ) a foreigner comes to 

their office or home. At first, foreigners are puzzled and try to understand (  E  ) motive is behind the gesture. 

(  F  ), it does not take long for them to accept the practice (  G  ) a matter of fact in Japanese society. 
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It (     ) to be getting colder as the sun goes down.  

becomes comes grows seems 

I’d like to (     ) you to my house for dinner this Saturday. 

call invite see visit 

“Could you help me with my French lessons?” “I’m afraid (     ). I don’t speak French.” 

at all not so to 

Dinner (    ) by my sister when I entered the kitchen. 

is prepared was prepared is being prepared was being prepared 

“How was the movie?” “It was (     ).” 

much bored much boring very bored very boring 

She always walks her dog (     ) dark to avoid any safety issues. 

as it gets as it doesn’t get before it gets before it doesn’t get 

(     ) she was coming, we would have prepared a proper welcome. 

Were we known Had we known Should we know Should we have known 

(     ) you look at it, cheating is wrong. 
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